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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-5 and 10-14 are pending in the application. 

Applicant's arguments filed with the most recent amendment were fully 
considered and found persuasive for the following reasons: It is clear that wound 
dressings such as wool and silk bandages were known in the art at the time the Instant 
invention was made. It is also deemed that if wool and/or silk dressings are applied to a 
wound site, that these dressings would inherently remove proteases from a wound site 
upon their removal. However, the claims do not simply state the method for applying 
and removal of the bandages for protease removal from the wound site. The claims 
further state a step of 'determining' a protease to be removed and 'selecting' a particular 
protein-containing fibrous component for removal of the protease. It is noted that no 
particular rules/laws were found which state that a mental step in a claim is not given 
patentable weight, and therefore the 'determination step', although purely mental in the 
Examiner's opinion, was examined as a real step in the method. No reference can be 
found in the art where proteases were removed from wound sites with any type of 
wound dressing/material/wool/silk and so-forth. Therefore, no motivation is found for 
'determining' a protease to be removed from a wound site and 'selecting' a particular 
protein-containing fibrous component; i.e., silk or wool bandages/dressings for removing 
a protease from a wound site. 
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Claims 1-5 and 10-14 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia Leith whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0968. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bruce Campell can be reached on (571) 272-0974. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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